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Soldiers of the American Revolution Buried in 

Illinois 



Research Made By Mrs. E. S. Walker. 



St. Clair County. 

When Illinois was admitted to the Union in 1818, nine-tenths 
of the population was south of the geographical center, and 
the entire State north of where Shelbyville now is, was almost 
a wilderness, there being few settlements. 

To Randolph and St. Clair counties belong the honor of 
the earliest settlements, and in these two counties are a larger 
number of Revolutionary soldiers buried than in any counties 
of the State. 

Eleazer Allen was a native of Connecticut, born in 1755. 
He enlisted May 1, 1775 for eight months with Capt. James 
Chapman; again Jan. 1, 1776, for one year under the same 
captain, and with Col. Samuel Parsons in what was known as 
** Parson's Continentals. '* He was in the battles of New 
York, King's Bridge, and White Plains. 

He early came to Illinois, settling in St. Clair County, where 
he applied for a pension. He died in 1828 and is buried in 
Shiloh Precinct. 

Nathaniel Bell was born March 15, 1755, in Warren County, 
North Carolina. He enlisted in Anson County, April 1, 1776, 
serving fourteen months under Capt. Thomas Potts, Col. Isaac 
Huger, South Carolina troops; he enlisted again September, 
1781, for two months with Capt. Harris, Col. William Loften, 
North Carolina troops. He came to Illinois, settling in St. 
Clair County, where he died January 17, 1835. 

Thomas Brady was a resident of Cahokia before the Revo- 
lution. Learning of the struggle of the colonies, he raised a 
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small company of men in 1777 and marched to St. Joseph, 
Michigan. They captured the garrison, but returning, they 
were overtaken at Calumet and in a skirmish which ensued, 
two were killed and Brady was taken prisoner. The following 
year he escaped and finally reached Cahokia. He served under 
Col. Clark and was elected sheriff of St. Clair County. He 
died in Cahokia. 

M. Boismenue was one of the soldiers with Thomas Brady 
in the expedition against St. Joseph, Michigan. He was 
wounded and remained with the Indians all winter, returning 
to Cahokia in the spring. He also served with Col. Clark. He 
died in Cahokia. 

Mrs. Thomas Brady was better known as Madam La Compt. 
She was born of French parents in 1734, at St. Joseph, Mich- 
igan. She removed to Cahokia, Illinois, in 1770. She ren- 
dered distinct service to the Americans by preventing Indian 
outbreaks during the Eevolutionary War. After the death of 
Mr. Brady she took the name of her second husband, La 
Compt. She died in 1843 in Cahokia, aged 109 years. 

Joseph Carr was born in Virginia in 1752, served in the 
Virginia troops. After the war he came to Illinois in 1793, 
settling in Freeburg, St. Clair County, where he died March 
6, 1817. 

John Collinsworth was born in Virginia in 1761 and served 
with the Virginia troops. After the war he removed to Clai- 
borne County, Tennessee, and from there came to St. Clair 
County, Illinois, where he died. He was pensioned. 

John Conn was a soldier with Colonel Clark. He settled 
in Cahokia and died there in 1780. 

Joseph Jones was a native of Maryland. He enlisted May 
30, 1778, for three years in Pulaski *s Loyal Legion. He served 
as a substitute from Anne Arundel County, Maryland. He 
came to St. Clair County, Illinois, to reside and died there 
August 26, 1826. He was pensioned in St. Clair County in 
1823. 

Thomas Knighten was a native of South Carolina ; was ser- 
geant in the Continental troops. He came to St. Clair County, 
Illinois, and died there. He was bom in 1750; was pensioned. 
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Joseph Lambert was from Virginia and served from that 
State. He came to St. Clair County, Illinois, to reside, where 
he died. 

Risdon Moore. The Moore family came to America from 
Wales in 1732, settling in Delaware. Eisdon Moore served in 
the Delaware troops during the war. After the war, he went 
to North Carolina, and from there to Georgia. In 1812 he 
came to Illinois, settling in St. Clair County. He was speaker 
of the Illinois House of Representatives in 1814, and was a 
member of the First, Third and Fourth Legislatures. He was 
strongly opposed to making Illinois a slave State. He died 
in 1828 and is buried three miles east of Belleville. 

Rev. Edward Mitchell was born in Cecil County, Maryland, 
August 3, 1760 ; removed with his parents to Virginia, settling 
in Fincastle, Botetourt County. He enlisted first as a private, 
then corporal, and was made captain of the First Virginia 
Rifles; was in the battles of Guilford Court House and Haw 
River. He was also quartermaster in Col. William CampbelPs 
regiment. He came to St. Clair County, Illinois, in 1818, 
settling at Turkey Hill. He died December 3, 1837, and is 
buried on a farm near Belleville. 

Lieutenant James Mitchell was born in Cecil County, Mary- 
land, March, 1727. He was the father of Edward, and came 
with him to St. Clair County, Illinois, in 1818. He served in 
the Albemarle Barracks, was also in the battles of Guilford 
Court House and Clover Lick, May 1, 1780. Is buried near 
Belleville. 

Captain Joseph Ogle was born in Virginia. He commanded 
a company of Virginia troops. His commission was signed by 
Patrick Henry and is now in the possession of a descendant. 
He came to Illinois in 1785 from Wheeling, Virginia, settling 
first in New Design. In 1802 he was a pioneer in locating in 
Ridge Prairie, near the present town of O'Fallon, where he 
died in 1821. Captain Ogle was one of the prominent citizens 
of St. Clair County. 

William Padfield was born in Maryland. He enlisted in the 
Revolutionary War and served as a driver of a provision 
wagon. He removed to Kentucky, and from there came in 
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1815 to Illinois, settling in Summerfield, where he died, aged 
75 years, and is buried three miles south of Summerfield. 

David Phillips was born in Orange County, North Carolina, 
in 1755. He served in the North Carolina troops, but after 
the war removed to Kentucky, and then to St. Clair County, 
Illinois, settling on Eichland Creek, north of Belleville. He 
died in 1826 on the farm where he settled. 

Captain James Piggott was born in Connecticut. He served 
in the privateering business; removed to Westmoreland 
County, Pennsylvania, where he commanded a company, being 
made captain April 6, 1776, serving under General St. Clair. 
He was in the battles of the Brandywine, Saratoga and other 
skirmishes. He followed General St. Clair to the west and was 
placed in command of Fort Jefferson, five miles below the 
mouth of the Ohio Eiver. He came to St. Clair County and 
established a fort in 1783, west of Columbia, Monroe County. 
In 1795 he built a ferry between East St. Louis and St. Louis. 
He died in East St. Louis in 1799. 

John Prime (or Primm) was born in Stafford County, Vir- 
ginia. He served in the Virginia troops and was pensioned 
for service. He came to St. Clair County, Illinois, in 1803, 
settling near Belleville, where he died in 1836, aged 87 years. 
He was present at the surrender of Cornwallis. 

John Pulliam was born in Botetourt County, Virginia. He 
served in the Virginia troops in the war ; removed to Kentucky 
and from there came to New Design, Monroe County, in 1796. 
Later he lived in Fayetteville, St. Clair County, where he 
died in 1813. 

Martin Randleman was native of South Carolina, and 
served from that State in the Bevolutionary War. He came 
to Illinois in 1801 and a year later settled in Belleville. He 
drew a pension in 1831, and died in St. Clair County. 

Hosea Riggs was born in Virginia in 1760. He served in 
the Pennsylvania line of troops. He came to Illinois in 1796, 
settling in the American Bottom, Monroe County; later he 
removed to St. Clair County and lived two miles east of Belle- 
ville, where he died October 29, 1841, very aged. He was an 
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exhorter in the Methodist Church and was the first minister 
of that denomination in the county. 

Larkin Rutherford was one of George Rogers Clark's sol- 
diers ; was at the storming of Fort Sackville in 1779. He came 
to St. Clair County in 1800, settling north of Belleville, where 
he resided for many years, and where he died. 

Benjamin West was born in Maryland in 1743. He removed 
to Botetourt County, Virginia, and entered the service there. 
He was on the staff of Gen. George Washington. He came to 
Illinois in 1818, settling in St. Clair County, near Belleville. 
He died there, a very aged man. 

THE FRENCH IN ST. CLAIR COUNTY. 

Many French inhabitants of St. Clair County rendered serv- 
ice to Col. George Rogers Clark. Some remained in the 
county after the close of the war, while many removed to other 
States and died there. It is reasonable to suppose that the 
following lived and died in St. Clair County : 

Michel Beaulieu was a justice in Clark's court and later 
was elected justice in the court of the district in 1779. He 
died in Cahokia soon after this date. 

Antoine and Joseph Cesire, father and son, were from 
Lachine, Canada. Both aided Colonel Clark. Antoine was 
the most important citizen in Cahokia in 1778. He died in 
1779. Joseph was one of the justices in 1781. 

Jean Bte. Duhuque was a native of Montreal. He was sev- 
eral times elected justice and greatly aided Clark. After the 
close of the war he was made commandant. 

Antoine Giradin was a prominent citizen of the community. 
He was a justice in Clark's court, and was elected a justice 
of the court of the District of Cahokia in 1779, serving several 
times in this office. He died in 1802. 

Tura/njeau Godin gave financial aid to the Americans and 
was a justice in Clark's court; also appointed captain at 
Cahokia. His heirs were living in 1783 in Cahokia. 

Jean Bte. La Croix gave financial aid to the Americans, and 
was a justice in Clark's court. 
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Joseph Peltier was a soldier under Colonel Clark. He re- 
mained in Illinois and was living in St. Clair County after the 
close of the war ; was a member of the militia in 1790. 

Francis Trottier was one who gave financial aid to the 
Americans, and was made commandant of Cahokia. He died 
in Cahokia previous to 1783. 

Jean Bte. Saucier was a military engineer. He came to Illi- 
nois at an early day and planned Fort de Chartres in 1752. 
He removed to Cahokia. His son, named for him, was one of 
the first judges in Cahokia. He died in Cahokia. 



Jo Daviess County. 

Rev. Samuel Mitchell was born in Cecil County, Maryland, 
in 1764. He removed to Fincastle, Botetourt County, Vir- 
ginia, where he entered the service. He came to Illinois in 
1817 and lived for a time in St. Clair County. He removed to 
Galena, Illinois, where he died, very aged. He was a Metho- 
dist minister and preached until he was past 80 years of age. 

Adams County. 

John Cotton was born in South Carolina in 1753. He en- 
listed at Camden under Captain William McClintock and Col- 
onel Thomas Sumter. He was sergeant of his company; was 
wounded in the shoulder and was discharged at Augusta, 
Georgia, three months after the close of the war. He came 
to Adams County, Illinois, to reside, where he died, leaving 
a large family of children. He was pensioned. 

Henry Covell was a native of Connecticut. He enlisted at 
Danbury as a '* Minute Man" in April, 1775, serving until 
December with Captain Noble Benedict, Colonel David Water- 
bury ; enlisted again in the summer of 1781 for one year and 
five months under Captain Solomon Woodworth, Colonel Mar- 
inus Willett of New York; marched from Fort Plain to Ger- 
man Flats, where on September 7, 1781, their company was 
all captured or killed by the Indians. Covell with four others, 
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was carried to Fort Niagara and turned over to the British. 
Covell was kept in close confinement for one year and three 
months in different parts of Canada until December, 1782, 
when he was sent to Boston, where he was discharged. After 
the war he removed to New York City and in 1832 came to 
Adams County, Illinois, to reside. He was born in 1747 and 
died in Adams County, very aged. 

Stephen Jones was born in New Jersey. He enlisted in 
Captain Cornelius Williams' company. Second Eegiment, 
Essex County. Coming to Illinois, he settled in Adams Coun- 
ty, where he died, very aged, and is buried in Quincy in the 
Second Ward. 

Samuel Shaw was born in Ireland in 1756. Coming to Amer- 
ica, he joined the Continental Army, enlisting from Cumber- 
land County, Pennsylvania. He enlisted four times ; in 1776, 
for two months with Captain Clarke, Colonel Frederick 
Watts ; second, for four months in 1777 under Captain David 
Mitchell; third time for three months in 1778, with Captain 
William Blaine, Colonel Samuel Lyon, and the fourth time for 
two months, in 1778, under the same officers. 

He was in the battles of White Marsh and Gulf Mills. 

Coming to Adams County, Illinois, he applied for a pension 
in 1832, and only lived until July 1, 1833, 77 years of age at the 
time of his death. He is buried in Adams County. 

Charles Shepherd was a native of Pennsylvania, where he 
enlisted in the Pennsylvania Artillery, Fourth Eegiment, serv- 
ing from February, 1777, to November 3, 1783. He removed 
to New York after the war and was in Schenectady County in 
1818. He removed to Adams County, Illinois, where he died 
and is buried in Quincy in the Third Ward. 

David Strahan was born in North Carolina March 1, 1755. 
He served in the North Carolina troops, and received a pen- 
sion for his services. He came to Illinois to reside, first in 
Morgan County, then removed to Adams County, where he 
died in 1838, and is buried about four miles southeast of Clay- 
ton in the Baptist Cemetery. 

Dr. Daniel Wood was a native of New York. He served as 
a surgeon in William Malcolm's Additional Continental Regi- 
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ment from March, 1777, to April, 1779, New York troops. His 
son, John Wood, bom at Moravia, New York, December 20, 
1798, came to Illinois, and resided in Adams County, being 
the founder of the city of Qnincy, and was elected lieutenant- 
governor of the State in 1856. On the death of the Governor, 
William H. Bissell, March 18, 1860, John Wood succeeded to 
the office and served out the remainder of the term to January, 
1861. During this time he removed the remains of his father. 
Dr. Daniel Wood, to Quincy, where he lies buried in the Wood- 
land cemetery. Dr. Wood died in Cayuga County, New York, 
aged 92 years. 

MoNBOE County. 

Shadrach Bond, Sr., was born near Baltimore, Maryland. 
He came west with George Eogers Clark, being sergeant of 
his company. In 1781 he returned to Dlinois. Before leaving 
Virginia, in conversation with Hosea Briggs, he remarked that 
they might represent the Dlinois country in the Legislature. 
Shadrach Bond was a member of the first General Assembly 
of the territory which convened west of the Ohio Eiver after 
the Eevolutionary War, and served four times; was also 
elected justice of St. Clair County. He is buried in the old 
graveyard on the bluff above his residence. He was the uncle 
of the Shadrach Bond who was the first governor of the State 
of Illinois. 

Ehenezer Bourn was born in Lebanon, Connecticut, in 1753. 
He was on an exploring and hunting expedition on the Ohio 
Eiver when he enlisted under Colonel George Eogers Clark in 
1778 for fourteen days. Captain William Harrod, Colonel 
George Eogers Clark. He again enlisted for fourteen months 
with Captain John Williams, Col. Montgomery, and Colonel 
William Lynn. He died August 29, 1839, in Harrisonville, 
Monroe County. 

James Garretson was one of Clark's soldiers. Eeturning 
to Virginia, he came back to Illinois in 1781, settling near 
Waterloo, and later in Moredock, where he died. 

Piere Giradot was one who greatly aided the American 
cause. He was made commandant of St. Phillippe, and served 
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as justice. He died before 1783 as his widow is given as the 
head of the family in 1783. 

Andrew Hilton was a native of Maryland, born in Charles 
County in 1757. He served three months with Captain Charles 
Mills, and Col. Hawkins ; again enlisting for six months under 
Captain Henry Bowman, Col. Hawkins. He came to Illinois, 
settling in Monroe County, where he drew a pension. He died 
in Monroe County. 

Robert Kidd took part in the capture of Fort Gage under 
Clark. He settled in Monroe County in 1781 in Eenault Town- 
ship and died there in 1849. 

James Lemcm was born in Berkeley County, Virginia, in 
1760. He enlisted in 1777, was in the battle of White Plains, 
serving two years. He came to Illinois, settling in New De- 
sign, Monroe County, which place he founded. His house, 
built of brick, is still standing and near the home is the old 
cemetery where he is buried. He died January 9, 1823. 

Lieutenant Henry Levens, 8r., was from Pennsylvania, but 
served in the Virginia line of troops. He was born March 26, 
1740. He came to Illinois and resided in Morgan County, but 
removed to Monroe County and died in February, 1835. 

George Lunsford was born in Virginia June 8, 1762. He 
was one of the soldiers with Colonel George Eogers Clark, who 
with his command captured KaskasMa and Prairie du Rocher 
in 1778. George Lunsford enlisted again, January 20, 1780, 
and was discharged February 18, 1783. He lies buried in the 
Palmier graveyard, about two and one-half miles west from 
the town of Columbia, Monroe County. 

James McRoberts was born in Glasgow, Scotland, in 1760. 
He came to America and enlisted in the Continental Army 
when only 18 years of age, serving to the close of the war. He 
came to KaskasMa in 1786; in 1797 he resided in Mayesville; 
was a highly respected citizen. His son, Samuel McRoberts, 
was elected United States Senator from Illinois in 1841. 

Michael Miller came from Pennsylvania in 1800, settling 
south of the Moore tract. He served in the Virginia line of 
troops and was pensioned. 
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Captam James Moore was born in Maryland in 1750. He 
came from Kentucky with George Eogers Clark, but returned 
to his old home. Later he was the leader of a colony, coming 
to Illinois in 1781 and settled at Belle Fontaine, near Water- 
loo in Monroe County. He received his commission as cap- 
tain from Governor Patrick Henry. He died on the old Moore 
farm and lies buried in the Belle Fontaine cemetery, one mile 
south of Waterloo. 

Peter Rogers was born in New London, Connecticut, in 
1758. He enlisted in 1775, serving until a short time before 
the close of the war. He was a musician, serving as **Fife 
Major.** He was with Captain William Coit in a cruise on an 
armed schooner, when they captured a sloop and a schooner. 
He was in the battles of Germantown and Monmouth, serving 
under Capt. Gibbs, on Gen. Washington's Life Guards, with 
Colonel John Durkee. He came to Illinois and resided in 
Waterloo, Monroe County. He was a great patriot and in the 
campaign of 1840, though an aged man, took an active interest 
in the campaign, making speeches and in other ways showing 
his interest. He died very aged, and is buried in Waterloo. 

Joseph Wright was a native of Virginia, born in 1760, in 
Mecklenburg County. He enlisted March, 1780, for three 
months with Captain John Thompson, Col. Glenn; enlisted 
again in 1781 for three months under Captain Paul Waddleton 
— Col. Glenn. He came to Monroe County to reside and there 
applied for a pension. The date of his death is not known. 

Clay County. 

Clay County is honored by being the burial place of three 
soldiers of the American Revolution. They lived to be very 
aged and had the respect of the citizens of Clay County. 

Samuel Parks was a native of Virginia, where he enlisted to 
serve in the Virginia troops. He received a pension and boun- 
ty warrants. After the war he came to Illinois, settling in 
Clay County, where he died very aged, as he was 93 years of 
age in 1640. 

Moses Johnson served in the Virginia troops, enlisting in 
1777 under Captain Alexander Morgan in Company 2, Second 
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Virginia Eegiment, Colonel Alexander Spotswood. He came 
to Illinois and resided in Clay County, living to be over 100 
years of age. 

Nathaniel West was born in Baltimore County, Maryland, 
May 6, 1750. He entered the service while living on Cross 
Creek, Virginia, in the fall of 1778, under Col. Crawford, serv- 
ing three months, during which time he assisted in building 
Fort Mcintosh. He also served in 1779 and 1780 with Cap- 
tain Matthew Eichie, and Col. Crawford. He came to Law- 
rence County, Illinois, but removed to Clay County, where he 
died at the advanced age of over 90 years. He received a 
pension. 

Coles County. 

Jonathan Collom was born in Montgomery County, Penn- 
sylvania, December 10, 1760, and served as a musician in the 
war. In 1778 he was drafted for three months to fight the 
British, under Capt. Marpole, Col. Dawling. In 1779 he was 
again drafted to serve in New Jersey with Capt. Dowling, and 
Col. George Smith. He served both times as a musician and 
was paid as such. He again served as a minute man. When 
Comwallis was marching through Virginia he again enlisted, 
but was taken sick and thus prevented from being present at 
the final surrender. After the close of the war he removed to 
Washington County, Tennessee, where he made application 
for a pension. He came to Illinois with his son William, set- 
tling in Coles County, where he died in the town of Charleston. 

George Cottingham was a native of Maryland where he 
served in the war. He removed to Kentucky in early times, 
and in 1836 came to Coles County, Illinois, and died in Charles- 
ton. He was a shoemaker by trade and it is said he made boots 
for Washington. He died in 1860 aged 100 years. 

Elisha Hadden was from North Carolina, and served in the 
battle of King^s Mountain and was wounded in a battle with 
the Cherokee Indians. For three months he lay in the Fort 
helpless and was carried home to North Carolina on* a litter. 
He came to Illinois and resided in Coles County, where he 
received a pension. He died there very aged. 
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Joseph Frost served in the Virginia line of troops. After 
the war he came to Illinois with his son and settled in Charles- 
ton, Coles County. When 87 years of age he received a pen- 
sion for his service in the war. They came to Coles County 
in 1831. 

John Hart was a native of Virginia. He served with George 
Eogers Clark in 1776 before coming to Illinois, and was in 
several battles with the Indians. 

He came to Illinois in 1826, coming from Hardin County, 
Kentucky, first to Wayne County, then to Coles County, Para- 
dise Township, where he died November 19, 1833. He was 
pensioned in 1831. 

Joseph Painter was born in New Jersey in 1744. He served 
in the North Carolina troops, enlisting six times from 1777 
to 1781, with Captains William Bateman, John TurnbuU, 

James Eobinson, and Gillyf alls ; under Colonel Bateman, 

Hugh Brevard, Armstrong and Davidson. He was 

in the battle of Eamsour's Mill and several skirmishes with 
the Indians. He came to Illinois with his son and settled in 
the town of Hutton, Coles County. He was pensioned in 1833. 
He lived to be over 90 years of age. 

James Ryan was a native of Virginia and enlisted there 
under Captain James Calderwood, February 28, 1777, in the 
Eleventh and Fifteenth Virginia troops, Colonel Daniel Mor- 
gan. He came to Illinois, settling in Coles County, where he 
was pensioned in 1831, aged 83 years. His place of burial is 
not known. 

Griffin Tipsoward was born in Pennsylvania in 1755. He 
enlisted in the County of Eoan, North Carolina, in 1775, serv- 
ing in General Eutherford's brigade, with Colonel — — Mc- 
Katty, Major Horn and Capt. Grimes. He was in the battle of 
Eutaw Springs under Gen. Greene; battle of King's -Mountain 
under Col. Shelby; battle of Charleston under Col. McKatty 
and Capt. McGuire. He resided in Kentucky and came from 
there to Coles County, Illinois, in 1810, settling in Hutton 
Township, where he died. 



